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WDVA Veteran Voices April 2023

A Message From the Director

Greetings from Your WDVA Director - David Puente

In today's world, it has become crucial for everyone to have access to technology, especially
in rural areas, and we are making sure that no veteran and family member are left behind in
our mission of Serving Those Who Served.

With help of a grant-funded program through the Washington State Department of
Commerce, your WDVA has launched the WDVA Digital Navigator Program.

The WDVA Digital Navigator Program provides qualified veterans and their families the
technological resources (a kit with talk, text, and data through T-Mobile, a laptop, and a
smartphone with a hotspot) and training in digital literacy so they can easily connect to online
L appointments and to their earned benefits, including disability payments, pensions,
healthcare assistance, online counseling sessions, and other services.
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April Events & Observances List

Here is a current list of upcoming events that your WDVA is tracking.
Please email us your events at communications@dva.wa.gov so we can get them added.

April 11
Chehalis Resource Fair | WDVA (wa.gov)

April 13
VA S.A.V.E. Suicide Prevention Training (1.5 CEU) | WDVA (wa.gov)

April 15
Tacoma Dome Resource Fair & Stand Down | WDVA (wa.gov)

April 21
Skagit County Veterans Stand Down | WDVA (wa.gov)

April 22
Yakima Veterans Resource Fair | WDVA (wa.gov)

April 26
Supporting Veterans with Tools for Tobacco-Free Living (3 CEUs) | WDVA (wa.gov)

May 4
West End Stand Down | WDVA (wa.gov)

May 23
2023 Seahawks & YesVets Military Hiring & Resource Fair powered by Boeing |

Submit Your Event
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Walla Walla Veterans Home

The fabulous JoAnne JoJo Mohrland and
Mike Hammond provided a concert at the
Walla Walla Veterans Home with guest
guitarist Jerry! Residents enjoyed "kickin'
up their heels" and enjoyed their personal
country concert.

The concert was made possible by the
Welfare, Arts, and Military (WAM) grant
provided by the Washington State Arts
Commission.

The WAM grant is being used to increase
creative programming in the daily lives of
our honored residents at all four

WDVA Homes.

Washington Soldiers Home in
Orting

Residents "tried their luck" during a St.
Patrick's Day Celebration held at the
home.

Residents had the opportunity to take their

Washington Veterans Home in
Port Orchard

With art being a focus across all of our
platform, our Washington Veterans Home
in Port Orchard took the opportunity to
provide acrylic painting classes to our
honored residents.

The acrylic painting classes are quickly
becoming a favorite way for them to get
creative, even those who may have never
painted before. Additionally, the watercolor
art program has expanded to a weekly
guided watercolor painting class as made
possible with the WAM grant.

The residents and staff love seeing their
artwork proudly displayed for all to see!
#TheseAreOurHeroes

Spokane Veterans Home

Spring is in the Air and so is the Music!
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photo in front of the coveted “Pot O’ Gold”!
The Annual St. Patrick’'s Day Ice Cream
Social provided the perfect time to let the
shenanigans & malarkey begin as
residents visited with friends, staff and
family. They also listened to lively Irish
tunes while savoring the cool minty taste of
green ice cream sandwiches!

Spokane Veterans Home honored
residents were in a groove during a Music
Party at the home sponsored by recent
Welfare, Arts, and Military (WAM) grant
provided by the Washington State Arts
Commission.

During the party, residents and family
members enjoyed music, delicious food
and drinks, and even some

dancing! #WeLoveOurCommunity

WDVA Hot Jobs - Incentives Available

Available Opportunities:

ALL WDVA JOBS:

State of Washington Job Opportunities

WDVA Grounds and Nursery Specialist 2, Full Time - Non-
Permanent, Washington Veterans Home

WDVA Custodian 1, On-Call, Washington Veterans Home

WDVA Nursing Assistant Certified, On-Call, Washington
Veterans Home

WDVA Food Service Worker, On-Call, Washington Soldiers
Home

WDVA Cook 1, Full Time, Non-Permanent, Washington Soldiers
Home

WDVA Registered Nurse (RN2), On-Call, Orting

WDVA Office Assistant 3, Full Time - Permanent, Walla Walla
Veterans Home

WDVA Licensed Practical Nurse 2, On-Call, Walla Walla
WDVA Cook 1, Full Time - Permanent, Walla Walla Veterans Home

WDVA Registered Nurse 2, Spokane Veterans Home

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADVA/bulletins/352f646[4/10/2023 11:24:25 AM]


https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonArts?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWqs0nI6TyiSizMMTDHM2w3c8pO0XSvykJJxECMxZHRyv1sfmxtBMson_hRG4lXz1XyFyY-7BnNYfZplQdIiBjJ-inbopCMcomVwQIFjKyeVtVtN5zjnNMZIxEXD4Y68NJw-UGEYhNh0j2r0RCwRtyWwJlTTXDKDbE0KR89pNo3_Glrg8PTXNb2SKaPlF8dZts&__tn__=-%5DK-R&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonArts?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWqs0nI6TyiSizMMTDHM2w3c8pO0XSvykJJxECMxZHRyv1sfmxtBMson_hRG4lXz1XyFyY-7BnNYfZplQdIiBjJ-inbopCMcomVwQIFjKyeVtVtN5zjnNMZIxEXD4Y68NJw-UGEYhNh0j2r0RCwRtyWwJlTTXDKDbE0KR89pNo3_Glrg8PTXNb2SKaPlF8dZts&__tn__=-%5DK-R&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/weloveourcommunity?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWqs0nI6TyiSizMMTDHM2w3c8pO0XSvykJJxECMxZHRyv1sfmxtBMson_hRG4lXz1XyFyY-7BnNYfZplQdIiBjJ-inbopCMcomVwQIFjKyeVtVtN5zjnNMZIxEXD4Y68NJw-UGEYhNh0j2r0RCwRtyWwJlTTXDKDbE0KR89pNo3_Glrg8PTXNb2SKaPlF8dZts&__eep__=6&__tn__=%2ANK-R&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://orange.hosting.lsoft.com/trk/click?ref=znwrbbrs9_6-300bbx33953fx0114&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3987473/wdva-grounds-and-nursery-specialist-2-full-time-non-permanent-washington-vete?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3987473/wdva-grounds-and-nursery-specialist-2-full-time-non-permanent-washington-vete?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3961731/wdva-custodian-1-on-call-washington-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3526143/wdva-nursing-assistant-certified-on-call-washington-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3526143/wdva-nursing-assistant-certified-on-call-washington-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3915086/wdva-food-service-worker-on-call-washington-soldiers-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3915086/wdva-food-service-worker-on-call-washington-soldiers-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3932941/wdva-cook-1-full-time-non-permanent-washington-soldiers-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3932941/wdva-cook-1-full-time-non-permanent-washington-soldiers-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3115757/wdva-registered-nurse-rn2-on-call-orting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3980565/wdva-office-assistant-3-full-time-permanent-walla-walla-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3980565/wdva-office-assistant-3-full-time-permanent-walla-walla-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3667834/wdva-licensed-practical-nurse-2-on-call-walla-walla?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3936947/wdva-cook-1-full-time-permanent-walla-walla-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3867170/wdva-registered-nurse-2-spokane-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

2023 April Veteran Voices Newsletter - WA Dept of Veterans Affairs

WDVA Nursing Assistant Certified IN TRAINING, Spokane Veterans Home

DVA Nursing Assistant Lead, Full Time - Permanent, Spokane Veterans Home

Recruiters@dva.wa.gov

WDVA Current Events

Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day Event Held at the Capitol

Vietnam Veterans, their Families, and the public were invited to attend a Welcome
Home Vietnam Veterans Celebration that was held at the Vietham Veterans Memorial
Wall at the Capitol in Olympia on March 30, 2023.

“I'm proud that here in Washington, our legislative leaders passed a law in 2013 that
recognizes March 30th, as Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day,” said David Puente,
WDVA Director. “While there is a National Vietnam Veterans Day on March 29th, our
state also commemorates the day Vietnam Veterans came home.”

Photos: 2023.03.30 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Celebration | Flickr

Gold Star Families Memorial Monument Dedication Ceremony Held in City of Lacey

A tremendous honor witnessing the City of Lacey's Gold Star Families Memorial
Monument Dedication Ceremony.

"The military community continues to expand, and we are proud to see the fourth Gold
Star Families Memorial Monument completed, with the goal of many more to come in
Washington State." - David Puente, WDVA Director oay
L

Photos: 2023.03.31 Lacey Gold Star Families Memorial Monument Dedication Ceremony | Flickr

Yakama Warriors Association Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Celebration

WDVA was honored to participate in the Yakama Warriors Association Welcome Home
Vietnam Veterans Celebration on March 25 at Sarg Hubbard Park.

Our special thanks goes to Vic Woods, Gil Calac and all of the Yakama Warriors not

only for their pivotal role in creating and advocating for legislation to declare March 30
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day in WA State, but for their continued dedication
to ensuring all Veterans receive their Welcome Home in the future! Speakers included
WA State Vietnam Veterans Association Council President Francisco lvarra, National
Vietnam Veterans of America President Jack McManus, former State Rep. Norm Johnson, Senator Curtis King, U.S.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADVA/bulletins/352f646[4/10/2023 11:24:25 AM]


mailto:Recruiters@dva.wa.gov
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3607728/wdva-nursing-assistant-certified-in-training-spokane-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3948007/wdva-nursing-assistant-lead-full-time-permanent-spokane-veterans-home?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.flickr.com/photos/98326753@N03/albums/72177720307165383?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.flickr.com/photos/98326753@N03/albums/72177720307155252/with/52784780633/?fbclid=IwAR0vtqGTs24o3PpJKDqUMCVCI_GwsN4EQgiS3MXqkuBzlZw59JxAQue9PS4&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/YakamaWarriorsAssociation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWP6d4h0R3J_R-iDiMhmwIn2pLM6gFsI7Q5WY-_45xEANfdfHe7oj6J-YZFCJxhZZDTOcb7HBiwfm0JLeUQ55sj01SuDu0j6_B9KQrcscCKRBHItyHEkD4e4aWe0AvK2hB_O6_k67COk2ddpkRUFgBGxtFoSDfibB3F-cyUU_5lQOuPUuKhWCFhrQAHtAp8IIo&__tn__=-%5DK-R&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/VietnamVeteransofAmerica/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWP6d4h0R3J_R-iDiMhmwIn2pLM6gFsI7Q5WY-_45xEANfdfHe7oj6J-YZFCJxhZZDTOcb7HBiwfm0JLeUQ55sj01SuDu0j6_B9KQrcscCKRBHItyHEkD4e4aWe0AvK2hB_O6_k67COk2ddpkRUFgBGxtFoSDfibB3F-cyUU_5lQOuPUuKhWCFhrQAHtAp8IIo&__tn__=kK-R&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

2023 April Veteran Voices Newsletter - WA Dept of Veterans Affairs

Army Captain and nurse Commander Connie Evans, The City of Yakima Deputy Mayor Soneya Lund, WDVA Director
David Puente Jr., and several others.

Photos: (5) Facebook

National News

VA waives copayments for eligible Native American and Alaska Native Veterans

Department of Veterans Affairs announced that eligible American
Indian and Alaska Native Veterans are no longer required to make
copayments for health care and urgent care received through VA.

Under this new policy, VA will reimburse copayments paid on or after
Jan. 5, 2022 and waive future copayments for eligible American Indian
and Alaska Native Veterans.

Beginning Tuesday, April 4, Veterans can submit documentation to
qualify for the copayment exemption. Eligible Veterans include any
Veteran who meets the definitions of “Indian” or “urban Indian” under &
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act — including Veterans who are i
members of an American Indian Tribe, certain Veterans who are descendants of Trlbe members, Alaska Native
Veterans, and more.

NEWS RELEASE - VA waives copayments for eligible Native American and Alaska Native Veterans | WDVA

April is Month of the Military Child

We celebrate military children during the month of April. There are more
than 1.6 million children of military service members who face many APRIL IS
challenges and unique experiences as a result of their parents' service. And, THE MONTH OF THE
there are even more children of our nation’s veterans, many serve in MILITARY
caregiving roles. g

While military members serve around the world, we often forget the
challenges faced by their children. Military families move on average every
two to three years, impacting military children through changing schools and support networks.

Governor Inslee State of Washington MOMC Proclamation
Month of the Military Child (defense.gov)

Purple Up for Military Kids — people wear purple and post on social media. This day is celebrated by different
organizations throughout the month. The Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) and DoD has
chosen April 19, 2023.

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/2023%20MOMC/MOMC_ Certificate.pdf
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For additional resources, visit www.militarychild.org, www.mic3.net, and www.militaryonesource.mil.

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. During SAAM and year-
round, VA works to raise awareness of its resources for survivors

of military sexual trauma (MST), which refers to sexual assault or
harassment that occurred during military service. VA believes in MST
survivors, and we believe there are many paths to healing.

Healing after MST can take time. But no matter how long it's been, VA is here to help. MST survivors — we believe
you, and we believe in you.

Learn more about MST below, explore VA's MST-related resources and show your support for MST survivors.

Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) - Mental Health (va.gov)
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AFFAIRS
“Serving Those Wﬂo Served”

(988 LIFELINE | THERE IS HOPE!]

Proceeds of each sale will
go to providing community-
based suicide prevention
services for Veterans.

Ask for an application
i'odCIy! 988

SUICIDE
& CRISIS
LIFELINE

More Information: https://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicle.../sp-vet-suicide-emblem.html

We Want to Hear from You About the New Format

Please take a few moments and provide us with feedback to make us better in 2023 at Serving Those Who Served for
our email distribution.

Your feedback is instrumental in the continued improvement of your Washington Department of Veterans Affairs and
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will help to inform us on potential topics and subjects that we should include in the future.

Please email us at communications@dva.wa.gov with any feedback you may have.

Subscribe to updates from Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs

Email Address

e.g. name@example.com

| Subscribe

Share Bulletin

L in]
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