
What is the Veterans 
Conserrvation Corps?

One of the missions of the Veterans 
Conservation CCorps (VCC) is to assist 
veterans by prooviding volunteer 
opportunities on natural resources
restoration projjects that help protect 
and restore Waashington’s watersheds
(rivers, streams, lakes, marine waters, 
forests and opeen lands).

Who Caan Participate?
Any Veteraan is eligible. Veterans and

their families caan choose to participate. 
Their names wiill be kept confi dential. 
In return particcipants will have an
opportunity to help the environment,
contribute to thhe community and earn 
valuable job skkills in the environmental
fi eld.

This is a grreat opportunity for 
veterans returnning to school or work 
as an internship, an apprenticeship, 
VA work-study participant, or as a
volunteer. Participants will earn valuable 
work experiencce that would enhance
a resume and pprovide excellent work 
references.

What Type of Work 
Does the VCC Do?
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♦ Private Non-PProfi t Habitat Projects
♦ Conservationn Districts
♦ Stream Teamm/stewards
♦ Regional Fishheries Enhancement Groups
♦ Community CColleges
♦ City & Countyy Governments

Contact Mark Fischer at 1-800-562-2308 / 360-725-2224 or markf@dva.wa.gov.
VCC Field Coordinators

• 2grish@yahoo.comKing Co.:      Jeremy Grisham  hm2
• Central and SE WA:    Barry Lawrence natureguy@yahoo.com  wa_
• _r_vcc@msn.comClallam/Jefferson/ Kitsap Counties:  Jeff Reyes   jeff_
• anm@dva.wa.govGrays Harbor/Pacifi c/Lewis Co:  Aidan Murray aida
• bbo@comcast.netSouth West WA:     Doug Robberson dlro
• rdongraham@comcast.netSkagit/Whatcom/Snohomish Co:  Gordy Graham dgor
• hmaier@hotmail.comNorth East WA:     Seth Maier   seth
• rkf@dva.wa.gov Pierce/Thurston Co:    Mark Fischer  mar

The Veterans Conservation Corps 
is organized by a program coordinator 
at the Washington State Department of 
Veterans Affairs (WDVA). Other WDVA 
staff and Federal VA Staff assist with 
referrals. 

WDVA works closely with the
following organizations/agencies 
to identify projects where veteran
participation is most benefi cial:
♦ Salmon Recovery Funding Board
♦ Interagency Committee for Outdoor 
    Recreation
♦ Department of Natural Resources
♦ Department of Fish and Wildlife
♦ Tribal Agencies
♦ State Parks and Recreation
   Commission
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Examples of Organizational 
Partnerships with the VCC

In the last several years, the VCC has 
partnered with almost 100 different 
agencies, non-profi ts, federal, state, county 
and city government agencies, and local 
groups of volunteers who are making a 
difference in their communities.  We cannot 
mention all of them here, but some of the 
more notable partnerships have been:

Duwamish Alive – This is a partnerships of 
many groups, private and public, who work 
to restore sections of the Duwamish River 
in King County.  The VCC has partnered
with this group for three years now, and
has dedicated their work to the memory
of John Beal, a veteran and long time
defender of that watershed.

Middle Green River Coalition – Over the 
last year of so, the VCC has become more
involved in the Green River watershed,
doing habitat restoration work, water 
quality monitoring, and become more 
involved in the long term planning for this
stewardship.

Pierce County Conservation District Stream
Team –Since 2005, we have partnered 
with this group to work on restoration
projects, in coordination at times with 
the Nisqually Tribe and Nisqually Land
Trust.  We have worked on the White River, 
the Nisqually tributaries, and other land
adjacent to these rivers, and other local 
streams.

Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Task Force – We 
have provided support to this organization 
on habitat restoration projects along both 
marine water and in several watersheds.

Clark Public Utilities in Vancouver has 
utilized a number of veteran volunteers for 
on-going stream monitoring and habitat 
restoration.  One volunteer has worked
weekly since 2007.  Several other veterans 
have become land stewards in this area for 
DNR.

Spokane River Clean-up – Since 2006,
the VCC has participated in this event, 
and also partnered with Conservation
Northwest in the Inland Empire, area
conservation districts, National Wildlife 
Refuges, Washington Trails, and local 
community projects.

The Nature Conservancy has been a good
partner state-wide, and we are looking at 
projects in Clallam and Jefferson and Grays 
Harbor counties particularly, in concert 
with the Cascade Land Conservancy.


