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STATE OF WASHINGTON
VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
PO BOX 41150  Olympia, Washington 98504-1150  360-725-2167

Meeting Minutes

	Meeting attended by
	Richard Marcelynas and Sharon Kirkpatrick

	Date 
	July 16, 2015

	Time
	10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

	Location
	Eagles Lodge – 608 N Wynne St., Colville, WA

	Call to Order
	Meeting called to order by Richard Marcelynas
Invocation by Sharon Kirkpatrick
Pledge of Allegiance by Richard Marcelynas

	Welcome & Introductions:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Marcelynas made welcome and introductions of VAAC Member present at the Town Hall Meeting.  He also welcome Lucky Joe Boyd a member from the Colville Tribe.

Rudy Lopez – WA State Veterans Cemetery Director gave an agency update.  1) Groundbreaking for the Walla Walla Veterans Home was done last July 1, 2015 – it will be an 80 bed facility and will be up and operating Fall of 2016, 2) Governor, House & Senate versions of the Capital budget includes funding to conduct a feasibility study for a possible second state veteran cemetery (the location will be somewhere in the Tri City area), 3) During this current legislation, there were 18 veterans bill signed into law – info can be found at: http://www.dva.wa.gov/about-wdva/legislative-updates, 4) Secure funding to continue to have a navigator at university and colleges as well as funding for the Veterans Innovations Program (VIP)

Commissioner Dashiell and McCart (Stevens County Commissioners) thanked everyone present and made known that the county is doing their part in assisting veterans and their families and if need be refer them to various for profit and non-profit organization that would be able to address or assist the issue(s) of the veteran and/or their family member(s). 

	Presentations
	Stevens County Veterans Relief Fund – Lance Groome
The relief fund is available to a veteran that lives in Stevens County.  This can be access by contacting a veteran service officer of one of the service organization in the county and all requests(no exceptions) for assistance must come directly from a chartered veterans service organization the is recognized by the county.  The primary purpose of the fund is to assist veterans, their families, families of deceased veterans in the event of severe financial difficulties (i.e. food, utilities, rent, transportation, etc.).  The amount that is awarded is between $300-$500 per year.  Policies and procedures regarding the relief fund are available upon request.

Washington State Veterans Cemetery – Rudy Lopez
The veterans cemetery was dedicated May 31, 2010 and first interment took place July10, 2010.  The cemetery averages 500 burials a year.  The agency was granted a $2.7 million for the construction of 2 additional columbarium wall.  To date 66% of the original columbarium wall has been use.  Eligibility for veterans and/or their family member is the same as the national cemetery standard.  Pre-registration is highly encouraged.  On August 15, 2015 will be a Spirit of 45 – Commemorating the 70th Anniversary to the end of WWII and on September 15, 2015 – Missing in America Project – the cemetery will intern 40 unclaimed cremains.  To date the cemetery have interred 175 unclaimed cremains.

Behavioral Health – Clark Ashworth
Clark is WDVA contracted counselor.  He has been providing counseling services since 1984. He provides mental healthcare treatment for veterans and their families in the Colville area.  Array of services he provides are:  PTSD counseling, MST, Family, Chemical Dependency, etc.  

Legislative Update – Liza Narciso
During the 2015 legislative session there were 19 veterans and military bills that passed.  The name a few:

· SHB1138 – Higher Education Mental Health – The purpose of this bill is to study whether providing Mental Health services on campus would have a positive impact.  Because two of the highest risk populations are often on college campuses (veterans and young individual this seems like a good way to bring the services to where the high risk populations are)
· SB5085 – Gold Star License Plate – the list of individuals who are eligible to receive gold star plate is expanded to include siblings of members of the armed forces who dies while in service as a result of that service.  
· SSB 5633 – Helmets to Hardhats Program – Coordinator for Helmets to hardhats program.  This program is going to be instrumental as JBLM is going through the military downsizing.  Large numbers of service members are leaving the military means that our state has had to do a lot of preparation to ensure they could transition seamlessly to civilian life.  Apprenticeship are a huge component and now that construction and building industries are busy there is considerably more demand for skilled tradespeople with exceptional work ethics.
· HB 1825 and SB 5355 – Modifying the definition of resident student to comply with federal requirements established by the veterans access, choice and accountability act of 2014 – this bill modifies the definition of resident student for veterans of the uniformed services, including spouses and dependents receiving veterans administration educational benefits to comply with the Veterans Access Choice and Accountability Act of 2014.

· SSB 5186 – Senior’s, disabled veterans property tax exemption – increases senior citizen and disabled persons property tax relief program income threshold by $5,000.00 for taxed levied for collection in 2016 and thereafter includes tax preference performance statement

Spokane Veterans Center – Joe Dumlao
The Vet Center provides an array of counseling service to eligible veterans and their families such as: 
· Individual and group counseling for Veterans and their families
· Family counseling for military related issues
· Bereavement counseling for families who experience an active duty death
· Military sexual trauma counseling and referral
· Outreach and education including PDHRA, community events, etc.
· Substance abuse assessment and referral
· Employment assessment & referral
· VBA benefits explanation and referral
· Screening & referral for medical issues including TBI, depression, etc.
Eligibility is for service members who served in any combat zone and receive a military campaign ribbon i.e. Vietnam, Southeast Asia, OEF, OIF, etc.
Spokane VA Medical Center – Christine Haas
Choice Program – this program provides eligible veterans the options to receive community care from approved providers in their respective communities.  One of the current eligibility criteria for the Choice Program is based on the distance calculating using straight line  distance from the veteran’s home to the nearest VA nearest medical facility.  Under the VA’s plan for expansion, this criteria is change from the driving distance calculation between the veteran’s home and the nearest VA medical facility.  More information regarding this program can be access thru this website: http://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact/.  
VA also introduced the VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP).  VADIP is a 3 years national pilot program to assess the feasibility and advisability of providing a premium based dental insurance plan to eligible veterans.  This program is mandated by Public Law 111-163, Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010.  Eligibility for VADIP – veterans enrolled in the VA health care program and CHAMPVA program beneficiaries are eligible to participate. Participation in VADIP will not affect veteran’s eligibility for VA dental services and treatment.  Each eligible participant will pay a fixed monthly premium for coverage in addition to any copayments required by plan.  Multiple plan options will allow participants to select a plan that provides benefits and premiums that meet their dental needs and budgets.  The offered plans vary and may include diagnostic, preventative, surgical, emergency and endodontic/restorative treatment.  Coverage for VADIP dental services will be provided in the US and its territories.
Any additional questions, contact Christine Haas at 509-434-7506


	Issues Discussed
	1. Colville Stand Down – September 19, 2015 at Colville Fairgrounds

2.  Access to State/Federal Benefits – a veteran asked how he can access any state or federal benefits he might be entitled to.  We connected veteran with Lance Groome who is a VFW Service Officer and also provided him with WDVA toll free number as well as Liza Narciso’s phone number

3.  Question why the VA Medical Unit does not travel to Steven County – Christine answered this question – medical unit need an extensive electrical power and also internet capability to be able to continue servicing remote locations – because of the absence to provide the electrical power and connecting to internet – service has been suspended, thus the other choice for veteran would be through the Choice Program.  Christine connected with the veteran and veteran will call Christine to be able to get care thru the Choice Program.

4.  Reopening a denied VA Claim – Veteran asked what is the process in reopening a denied claim.  Lance Groome (VFW Service Officer) asked the veteran if he has new evidence to reopen the case – i.e. diagnosis from the doctor.  Veteran is going to make an appointment with Lance to refile claim
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