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Veterans Conservation Corps Crew Internship 
with
WSU Thurston County Extension and the Southwest Washington Food Hub


Location: Tenino and Centralia, WA with travel to sites in rural Thurston and Lewis Counties
Compensation: $3200/month for a full-time internship (40 hours/week) 
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:00pm
Duration:  6-8 months
Start Date: early-mid May, 2025. Position will remain open until filled. 

Position Description
We are seeking a Veterans Conservation Corps (VCC) member to assist with several grassland conservation, research, and education projects in the Chehalis Basin. These sites include “Early Blue”, which is a restoration property owned by Thurston County. WSU is contracted to coordinate grazing management at the site for demonstration, research, and education purposes, with a focus on integrating grazing into habitat conservation. A second project is focused on increasing grassland resilience through soil health enhancement, implementation of rotational grazing, and silvopasture installations. A final project is coordinated with the local ranchers, Sentinel Landscapes, and the SW Washington Food Hub. This project is focused on supporting sustainable business opportunities for regional farmers involved in prairie habitat conservation. The Food Hub is partnered with WSU and a local tribe to increase market opportunities for prairie-safe livestock products, in addition to overall support for regional producers, including tribal owned businesses. 






Responsibilities
VCC member will carry out the following duties:
Outdoor tasks at these field sites would include the following:
· Mowing
· Vegetation management
· Seeding and planting
· Seed or plant material collection
· Fencing
· Water system development
· Soil testing

Indoor warehouse tasks to help with the distribution of Prairie-Safe beef will include the following:
· Packing boxes
· Cleaning and organizing
· Recycling
· Learning about local food distribution logistics

Training Opportunities
On the job training will be provided to successfully complete position duties.  Additional opportunities for formal trainings and professional development may include:
· Plant identification
· Habitat restoration and vegetation management techniques
· Chainsaw and brush cutting training
· Grazing management
· Posttraumatic Growth Training
· PTSD/TBI/Mental Health/ Suicide Awareness & Prevention
· Veteran Peer Support Training
· Other trainings/certifications as available and desired by intern

Requirements
· Must be a veteran of the United States Uniformed Services to be eligible for this position
· This position requires a sound work ethic, strong interpersonal skills, and a positive attitude during long field days
· Must currently possess (or have the ability obtain) a valid driver’s license 
· Must be able to perform strenuous field work on uneven terrain in adverse weather conditions
· Interest in learning about native plants, grazing techniques, and conservation programs 
· Must be able to follow oral and written directions

Preferred Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
· Plant identification skills, including common weeds (or eagerness to learn)
· Attention to detail
· Experience working on a crew to complete time-sensitive projects
· Experience implementing safety practices in the field with and without supervision
· Experience operating hand tools and power tools
· Comfortable working with chemicals such as herbicides and fertilizers
· Able to lift up to 50-lbs
· Comfortable speaking to landowners and other members of the public about projects
· Motivated and enthusiastic to work and learn

Apply
All applicants must pass a background check. 
To apply for this internship, email a copy of your DD214 or service discharge certificate, a copy of your driver license, a resume, and a cover letter explaining your interest in this internship to: 
Kim Pham
Veterans Conservation Corps Program Manager
kim@dva.wa.gov
 
Questions?
To learn more about the Veterans Conservation Corps, contact:
Kim Pham
Veterans Conservation Corps Program Manager
kim@dva.wa.gov

For more information about WSU Thurston County Extension, contact:

Annie Salafsky
Thurston County Extension
anna.salafsky@wsu.edu
360-791-8503
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