Walla Walla
County
Veterans
Assistance
Program



Walla Walla County
Veteran Service Officer

ESTABLISHED IN 2022

HELP VETERANS LOCATE AVAILABLE
RESOURCES IN WALLA WALLA COUNTY

MANAGE LOCAL VETERANS RELIEF FUND

TRAINED BY WDVA TO HELP WITH VA
BENEFITS APPLICATIONS, INCLUDING
DISABILITY, PENSION, SURVIVOR
BENEFITS, DISCHARGE UPGRADE, ETC.



Veterans Relief Fund — Emergency Financial Assistance
Eligibility -
Honorable/general discharge with at least 180 days of active duty or a
"qualifying discharge" as defined in RCW 73.04.005;
Income at orbelow a set level of the Federal Poverty Guidelines; and

Residency in Walla Walla County for at least 60 days with the following
exceptions: veteran has been discharged in the last 90 days and moved to
Walla Walla County during the 90-day period or veteran can show intent to
establish residency in Walla Walla County such as enrollment in SSVF, HUD-
VASH or CORD.



Types of assistance:

* Rent (to avoid eviction if not using a housing voucher)

* Background check for employment or housing

» Utilities bills

* Prescription

* Dental (for veterans only with a lifetime cap)

* Work-related expenses such as work clothes, gas vouchers, tools,
fees for testing/license, etc.

* Auto repair related to work or education

* Burialexpenses

* Motelstay ifno emergency shelter 1s available)



VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER COVERAGE
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Washington State currently has 23 County, 6 non-profit,
and 11 Tribal Service officers that have been accredited
and tramned by WDVA to provide help to local veterans
applying for VAbenefits. These officers like myself are
employed by a local County government, non-pro fit
organization, or Tribal Authority and offer their services for
free to the veteran population in their respective

communities.



The PACT (Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics) Act of August 2022

EXPANDS AND EXTENDS ELIGIBILITY FOR VA HEALTH CARE
FOR VETERANS WITH TO XIC EXPOSURES AND VETERANS OF
THE VIETNAM ERA, GULF WAR ERA, AND POST-9/11 ERA

EXPANDS ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS FOR VETERANS
EXPOSED TO TO XIC SUBSTANCES BY ADDING NEW
PRESUMPTIVE CONDITIONS AND EXPOSURE LOCATIONS

TOP DISABILITIES: HYPERTENSION, RHINITIS, AND
SINUSITIS.

OVER 2.9 MILLION CLAIMS RECEIVED SINCE AUGUST 2022

APPRO VAL RATE FOR PACT-ACT RELATED CLAIMS IS AT
73.5%



Community Partnerships

Walla Walla County works closely with a variety of local programs and organizations
to support veterans and their families. We have strong connections with agencies like
WorkSource for employment help, the WDVA and VA for benefits and healthcare, the
Vet Center for counseling & mental health services, weekly BNLmeeting with SSVF,
CORD, HUD-VASH, and Homeless Alliance for housing support, WSP & DOC

for incarcerated veterans' reentry into the community, Veterans Treatment Court
within the District Court for justice-involved veterans, annual Stand Down with over

40 vendors, etc.

Walla Walla County also teams up with local nonprofits and veteran organizations like

the VFW and American Legion to make sure veterans get the help they need.

Together, these partnerships help make sure veterans in Walla Walla County have

access to all available resources and support they deserve.



Thank you.

Wendy Cheng

VA-Accredited Representative

County Veteran Service Officer
509-524-2936

wcheng@wwcowa.gov
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