
Walla Walla Vet Center

Anthony Chester- Veteran Outreach 
Program Specialist



Vet Center 
History

 Public Law 906-22 passed by Congress in 
1979

 Vietnam Era Vets & Readjustment 
Concerns

 Eligibility Expansion

 Other Era Combat

 Military Sexual Trauma (MST)

 National Guard / Reservist

 Couples & Families (MFT)

 Bereavement

 Utilizing VA Education Benefits (New)

 300 Vet Centers

 United States, Puerto Rico, Virgin 
Islands, Guam, and American Samoa



Who Do We Serve?
 Combat Veterans 

 Active-Duty Military in any combat theater or area of hostility

 Provided direct emergent medical care or mortuary services, while serving on 
active military duty to the casualties of war

 Served as a member of an unmanned aerial vehicle crew that provided direct 
support to operations in a combat zone or area of hostility

 Served on active military duty in response to a national emergency or major 
disaster declared by the president, or under orders of the governor or chief 
executive of a state in response to a disaster or civil disorder in that state

 Provided mortuary services or direct emergent medical care to treat the 
casualties of war while serving on active military duty

 Are a current or former member of the Coast Guard who participated in a 
drug interdiction operation, regardless of the location.

 Veterans who have experienced Military Sexual Trauma (regardless of gender 
or service era)

 Family Members of Veteran / Service Members for military-related issues 
when they aid in the readjustment of those who have served.

 Couples/Marriage Therapy

 Spousal Support

 Bereavement Counseling for Families who experience an active-duty death 
(ie. KIA or other death while on active duty), death of Veteran receiving care 
at VAMC or VC.

 **You DO NOT need to be Service Connected**

 Accept Any Discharge Type



Walla Walla Vet 
Center Catchment 
Area

 Vet Center location: Walla 
Walla, WA.

 Service 14 Counties in WA, OR, 
ID

 CAP (satellite) – West Richland, 
WA & La Grande, OR

 Contracted Therapist –
Lewiston, ID

 WASHINGTON (South East)

 Asotin

 Benton

 Columbia

 Franklin

 Garfield

 Walla Walla

 OREGON (North East)

 Morrow

 Umatilla

 Union

 Wallowa

 IDAHO (North Central)

 Clearwater

 Idaho

 Lewis

 Nez Perce

Vet Center Hours

M,W, F 8:00AM - 4:30PM

T & TH 8:00AM – 4:30PM

**To request an appointment 
outside of these hours please 
contact our office directly**



Walla Walla Vet Center Locations

Walla Walla Vet Center
1104 W Poplar St
Walla Walla, WA
Office: 509-526-8387

West Richland Police Department 
Community Access Point (CAP)
7920 W Van Giesen St
West Richland, WA 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

*By Appointment Only, contact WW Vet Center.*

La Grande CBOC

202 12th St.
Le Grande, Oregon
*Contact the WW Vet Center for more details*

Contracted Therapist
Lewiston, Idaho
*Contact the WW Vet Center for more details*

In Progress CAP: PENDLETON, OR
PASCO, VETERAN HUB



Walla Walla Vet Center 
Staff

 Staff

 Anthony Chester – Veteran Outreach, Marine, OIF 
Combat Veteran

 Doug Martin – Program Support Assistant, WA Army 
NG, OIF Combat Veteran

 Clinicians

 Josh Wentz, LCSW – Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 
Navy OEF/OIF Veteran

 Nicholas O’Meara, MSW, LICSW - Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker, Navy Combat Veteran

 Dawn Avery, LICSW – Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 
USAF Veteran



Vet Center 
Services

• Joshua Wentz – Social Worker, Navy Combat Veteran
• Nicholas O’Meara – Social Worker, Navy Combat Veteran
• Dawn Avery –Social Worker – Vet Center Director

Therapists

• Couples/Marriage Therapy
• Therapy for PTSD, Combat PTSD, Family, Couples, 

Grief/Bereavement, MST Individual, Trauma Informed 
Clinical Hypnosis

Individual 

•Warrior Renew by referral, closed group
•Vietnam Veterans Group – Tuesdays 3p – 4:30p (Nick)
•La Grande Veteran Group – Bi-weekly Wednesday 1p -
2:30p (Nick)

Group Therapy



Vet Center 
Services 
Continued

 Open Groups and Socialization (Open to ALL)

 Monday Games and Crafts – 1330

 Dungeons and Dragons/Movie Night - Tuesdays @ 
1630

 Project Healing Waters – Thursdays @ 1700

 Assessment and Referral

 ETOH/Drug Abuse Individual Counseling

 Employment Assistance Assessment and Referral

 Housing assistance for Veterans and family

DAV - Veterans Service Officer (VSO)

 Veteran Benefit Services

 Cathe Kujawski – 509-386-7876



 Coffee & Donuts for Vets – 2nd Tuesday of every Month 9am

 Guitar 4 Vets – (Doug) – Contact Vet Center for more info

 Healing Waters Fly Fishing – (Doug) – Thursdays @ 5pm

 Vets on the Green and golf clinics – (Anthony) – Wednesday - Contact for upcoming 
dates/times

 Hiking – (Anthony) – Fridays Badger Mountain- contact Anthony for details

 Vets on the Slopes – (Anthony) – Winter Only, contact Anthony for registration

 Dungeons and Dragons- (Josh) – 2nd & 4th Tuesday 4:30pm

 Movie night (Josh)- 1st and 3rd Tuesday – 5th HORROR! Bring snacks

Vet Center 
Recreational and 
Social Activities



Vet Center Service Facts:

• All services are FREE. 

• Veterans DO NOT need to be enrolled in any VA programs i.e., VHA or VBA 
(unless utilizing the new eligibility of VA Education Benefits).

• Veterans seeking the Recreational and Social Groups do not need to be eligible 
for counseling programs nor do they need to be seeing a clinician. 

• Clinical services may be Video or telehealth if it is appropriate. 

• Vet Center clinicians DO NOT diagnose. 

• Vet Center clinicians DO NOT prescribe any medications, if needed staffing 
with the VA Medical Centers will be completed per Veteran’s approval.



Combat Call 
Center 

& 
Veterans 

Crisis Line

Combat Call Center
877-WAR-VETS (927-8387)

Veterans Crisis Line
988, PRESS 1



How to Refer?
Anthony Chester, Veteran Outreach

Work Cell: 509-730-0782

Anthony.Chester@va.gov

Douglas Martin, Office Manager (PSA)

Douglas.Martin2@va.gov

OFFICE PHONE: 509-526-8387

___________________________________

Dawn Avery, Vet Center Director

Dawn.Avery@va.gov

Nicholas O’Meara, Social Worker

Nicholas.O’Meara@va.gov

Joshua Wentz, Social Worker

Joshua.Wentz@va.gov

mailto:Anthony.Chester@va.gov
mailto:Douglas.Martin2@va.gov
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